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RECORD OP ACTIONS 
by the 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
at Its 

FOUR HUNDRED AND EIGHTIETH MEETING 

held on 

April 29, 1961 

(Approved by the President on May 16, 1961Y 

The President presided at this meeting. The Secretary of the Treasury 
and the Director, Bureau of the Budget, participated in the actions be- 
low, The Attorney General; the Deputy Secretary of Defense; the Secre- 
taries of the Army, the Navy, and the Air Force; the Acting Chairman, 
Joint Chiefs of Staff; the Director of Central Intelligence; the Direc- 
tor, U. S, Information Agency; die Under Secretary of State; the Under 
Secretary of State (Economic Affairs); Charles E, Bohlen* Special Assis- 
tant to the Secretary of State; the Deputy Under Secretary of State; the 
Assistant Secretaries of State for Far Eastern Affairs and for UN Affairs; 
the Special Counsel to the President; the Special Assistants to the Pres- 
ident for National Security Affairs and for Science and Technology; the 
Deputy Special Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs j 
the U, S . Ambassador to Thailand; the U. S « Ambassador to Viet Nam; the 
Counselor, Department of State; John Steeves, Department of State; the 
Assistant Secretary of Defense (ISA); the Deputy Director, J-3 (Opera- 
tions), Joint Chiefs of Staff; the Chief, MAAG, Viet Nam; John Siegen- 
thaler. Department of Justice; the Military Aide to the President; the 
Acting Executive Secretary, NSC; and Bromley Smith, NSC Staff, attended 
the meeting. 


ACTION 

NUMBER SUBJECT 


2415, U. S, POLICY WITH RESPECT TO LAOS 


a. Discussed the situation with respect to Laos, in- 
cluding the considerations involved in various 
alternative courses of action. 


b. 
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Agreed to undertake certain military and diplomatic 
measures before the next meeting of the National Se- 
curity Council on Monday, May 1, including consulta- 
tions on the progress of the cease-fire negotiations, 
on the International Control Commission, and on pos- 
sible action in the UN and SEATO, 
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ACTION 

NUMBER 

2416. 



SUBJECT 

U. S. POLICY IN VIET NAM 

(Memo for the President from the Deputy Secretary of Defense! 
subject: "Program of Action for Viet Nam", dated April 27, 
1961) 

a. Approved paragraphs 3-ji through -<i, 6-b and 6-£ o£ 
the enclosure to the reference memorandum, without 
public announcement of these measures at this time* 

• 

b. Agreed that the Task Force which prepared the en- 
closure to the reference memorandum should, with 
the addition or representatives of the Department 
of the Treasury and the Bureau of the Budget, pre- 
pare a revision of the enclosure to the reference 
memorandum for further consideration by the National 
Security Council, 
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